


RESOLUTION #28-2142-2017-08 (Pg. 1) TRIBAL GOVERNMENT 
Veterans, Elders & Youth 

WHEREAS, the Fort Peck Tribal Executive Board is the duly elected body representing the 
Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of the Fort Peck Reservation and is empowered to act on behalf of 
the Tribes. All actions shall be adherent to provisions set forth in the 1960 Constitution and By
Laws, and 

WHEREAS, the Bears Ears region holds vast cultural, historical, and paleontological resources 
and is world renowned for its int~grity and abundance of its archeological resources. This living 
landscape continues to nurture, strengthen and sustain tribal people as it holds spiritual and 
cultural significance; and ' \ 

WHEREAS, the Bears Ears National Mo~ent was established on December 28, 2016, by 
Presidential Proclamation; and -

WHEREAS, the Bears Ears National Monument designation was the culmination of an intertribal 
collaboration and our ~ollective desire to realize protection and recognition of ancestral lands, 
cultural r~sources, religiQ.us ace~ and practical purposes; and 

.-
WHEREAS, the established boundaries of the Bears Ears National Monument are much smaller 
than what the local communities and the Bears Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition proposed to honor 
Tribes today; and 

WHEREAS, the Bears Ears Commission was created by the Bears Ears National Monument 
Proclamation to provide guidance and recommendations on the development and implementation 
of management plans and on the management ofthe monument utilizing the traditional 
knowledge of indigenous people; and - c--

WHEREAS, the Bears Ears National Monument has every opportunity to serve as a beacon of 
hope and will leave a legacy of conservation for all Americans for future generations; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes 
emphasizes the importance of the Bears Ears region to our community members; 

BE IT FuinliER. RESOLVED, the Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes affirms our support of 
the Bears Ears National Monument, with its established boundaries; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes affirms its support of the 
established Bears Ears Commission with its established purpose; · 



RESOLUTION #28-2142-2017-08 (Pg. 2) TRIBAL GOVERNMENT 
Veterans, Elders & Youth . 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes urges all to recognize 
and respect tribal sovereignty, which is a key component to properly honoring the Bears Ears 
region. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, the undersigned Secretary/ Accountant of the Tribal-Executive Board of the Assiniboine and 
Sioux Tribes ofthe Fort Peck Indian Reservation, herehy certify that the Tribal Executive Board 
is composed of 12 voting members o~whom 10 cons~ituting a quorum were present at a Special. 
Board meeting duly convened this 14th~a)T of August, 2017 and that the foregoing resolution 
was duly adopted at such meeting by the)iffirmativevote of9 for, and 3 absent. 

0 
APPROVED: 

Sec 

;-;:-r. 







May 3, 2017 

Department of the Interior 
ATTN: Secretary Ryan Zinke 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Utah Tribal Leaders 

Re: Utah Tribal Leaders consultation meeting regarding Bears Ears national monument designation. 

Dear Secretary Zinke, 

On behalf of the Utah Tribal Leaders (UTL ), I respectfully request an official consultation meeting with 
you, and appropriate Department oflnterior (DOl) leadership, as soon as possible regarding the Bears Ears 
national monument designation. I understand that you may be in Utah within the near future and I hope that you 
will make time to meet with myself and other members of the UTL. The Bears Ears national monument 
designation is an important issue for the UTL as it implicates tribal, state, and federal sovereignty rights over 
some of our most sacred cultural sites and objects. 

The UTL is made up of elected tribal leaders from the following federally recognized Indian tribes in 
Utah: the Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Reservation, the Skull Valley Band of Goshute Indians, the 
Navajo Nation, the Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation, the Paiute Indian Tribe ofUtah, the 
San Juan Southern Paiute Tribe, the Northwestern Band of Shoshone Nation, the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, and 
the White Mesa Ute Community. 

The United States Supreme Court stated that "Great nations, like great men, should keep their word." 
Federal Power Commission v. Tuscarora Indian Nation, 362 U.S. 99 (1960). Under the highest law of the land, 
the Constitution, the United States has voluntarily promised to always protect Indian Tribal resources. This 
responsibility is a legal obligation under which the United States "has charged itself with moral obligations of 
the highest responsibility and trust" whose conduct "should be judged by the most exacting fiduciary 
standards." Seminole Nation v. United States, 316 U.S. 286 (1942). 

In 2000, to carry out this trust responsibility, the President of the United States signed Executive Order 
13175, which required all,executive agencies to consult and collaborate in meaningful and regular consultation 
with Indian Tribes when making decisions with tribal implications. In furtherance of the 2000 Executive Order, 
the Secretary of Interior executed Secretarial Order 3317, which included more specific consultation 
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Utah Tribal Leaders 

requirements including provisions that Indian tribes are entitled to meet with the proper DOl employees, who 
have the appropriate decision making authority. 

The UTL oppose the State of Utah taking over and managing the Bears Ears Region, ~s such actions will 
place all of the authority to determine and protect American Indian Tribal interests and resources within the 
purview of the State of Utah, which is in direct contradiction with the trust responsibility and rights that 
American Indian Tribes possess pursuant to the United States Constitution. The trust responsibility exists under 
federal law and American Indian Tribal rights and resources are protected by the United States Government, 
which is why the President of the United States made Bears Ears a National Monument. In other words, if the 
State of Utah proceeds, American Indian Tribes will have no assurances that their interests will be protected in 
the Bears Ears region. 

Thus, it is pursuant to the trust responsibility that the United States government has towards Indian 
tribes and the DOl's own consultation orders, that the UTL respectfully request an official consultation meeting 
with you as soon as possible regarding the Bears Ears national monument designation. 

If you have any questions, please contact me immediately at (435)234-1138 or at 
virgil.johnson@ctgr.us. 

Sincerely, 

~~r ~ Virgil J hn o liairman 
Utah T "ba ders 
Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Reservation 
Business Council Chairman 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE CONFEDERATED TRIBES  

OF THE GOSHUTE RESERVATION 
 

BEARS EARS RESOLUTION 
 

      17-G-___ 
 
WHEREAS, the Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Reservation (CTGR) is an Indian tribe 

organized pursuant to the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 as amended, 
operating in accordance with terms and conditions of the Tribal Constitution and By-
Laws, approved November 25, 1940 as amended; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to CTGR’s inherent sovereignty as an Indian Tribe, and pursuant to the 

CTGR’s Constitution, Article IV, Section 1, the governing body of CTGR is the Business 
Council; and 

 
WHEREAS, the CTGR Business Council has the authority, pursuant to its Constitution and  

inherent sovereignty as an Indian tribe, to make decisions that serve the best interests of 
the health, safety, and general welfare of its tribal members, including but not limited to, 
protecting historic, cultural, spiritual, and sacred places within Indian Country; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the “Supreme Law of the Land”, as contained in the Treaty Clause of 

the U.S. Constitution, Article 1 Section 8, and the trust responsibility, the U.S. 
Government has legal and moral obligations to protect Indian Tribal resources. States do 
not have similar mandatory requirements; and 

 
WHEREAS, Bears Ears National Monument is a historic, cultural, spiritual, and sacred region 

located in southeastern Utah, consisting of 1,351,849 acres (289,000 acres of Forest 
Service lands and 1.06 million acres of Bureau of Land Management lands). The Bears 
Ears National Monument is the 12th national monument managed by the Forest Service; 
it is the fifth to be managed jointly by the Forest Service and BLM. Monuments generally 
preserve current uses of the land, including tribal access for traditional plant and firewood 



 

gathering and for ceremonial purposes, off-highway recreation on existing routes, 
grazing, hunting and fishing and water and utility infrastructure; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Bears Ears region is a place of extreme historical, cultural, and archeological 

significance. “It is a place to connect, a place to heal, and a place where Native American 
Traditional Knowledge can be explored and nurtured so that it continues to inform and 
illuminate contemporary life; and 

 
WHEREAS, since time immemorial, indigenous people have lived in the Bears Ears region in 

its deep sandstone canyons, desert mesas, and meadow mountaintops. This region is 
known as: 

 . . . one of the densest and most significant cultural landscapes in the United 
States. [It contains] [a]bundant rock art, ancient cliff dwellings, ceremonial sites, 
and countless other artifacts provide an extraordinary archaeological and cultural 
record that is important to us all, but most notably the land is profoundly sacred to 
many Native American tribes, including the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, Navajo 
Nation, Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah Ouray, Hopi Nation, and Zuni Tribe. “The 
area’s cultural importance to Native American tribes continues to this day. As 
they have for generations, these tribes and their members come here for 
ceremonies and to visit sacred sites. . . . Traditions of hunting, fishing, gathering, 
and wood cutting are still practiced by tribal members, as is collection of 
medicinal and ceremonial plants, edible herbs, and materials for crafting items 
like baskets and footwear; 

 
WHEREAS, the Bears Ears region is also a place of abundant deposits of uranium, potash, oil 

and gas, a place that surrounding state, congressional and local government decision-
makers sought to designate as an energy development zone; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Bears Ears region was recently named one of the “11 Most Endangered 

Historic Places” by the National Trust for Historic Preservation due to the risk of 
degradation from mineral exploration and extraction, recreational abuse, and cultural 
resource vandalism and looting. Uranium mining, gravel quarrying, and tar sands 
development threaten to degrade lands within the Bears Ears region, while threats of oil, 
gas, and potash development also exist to the eastern lands just beyond the national 
monument; and 

 
WHEREAS, Utah lawmakers are pursuing legislation targeting Bears Ears National Monument 

proposing the State of Utah take over and manage these archaeologically rich lands in 
San Juan County, Utah. Rep. Mike Noel's HCR24 calls on the state to acquire the "public 
land that is occupied by" the new monument using the Recreation and Public Purposes 
Act. The bill acknowledges the monument holds land and objects of great cultural, 
scientific and historical interest and are "profoundly sacred" to the five tribes that 
successfully petitioned the Obama administration to designate the monument; and 

 
WHEREAS, the CTGR Business Council opposes the State of Utah taking over and managing 

the Bears Ears Region, as such actions will place all of the authority to determine and 



 

protect Indian Tribal interests and resources within the purview of the State of Utah, 
which is in direct contradiction with the trust responsibility and rights that Indian Tribes 
possess pursuant to the United States Constitution. The trust responsibility exists under 
federal law and Indian Tribal rights are protected by the United States Government, 
which is why the President of the United States made Bears Ears a National Monument. 
In other words, if the State of Utah proceeds, Indian Tribes will have no assurances that 
their interests will be protected in the Bears Ears region. 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Reservation 

Business Council hereby calls upon Governor Gary R. Herbert, the Utah State 
Legislature, and all other relevant staff, to immediately halt the process of attempting to 
destroy the National Monument designation of the Bears Ears region. 

 
C-E-R-T-I-F-I-C-A-T-I-O-N 

 
I, the undersigned, as Chairperson, of the Business Council for the Confederated Tribes of the 
Goshute Reservation, hereby certify that the Business Council is composed of five (5) members of 
whom five (4), constituting a quorum, were present at a meeting called and held on the 3rd day of 
March, 2017, and that the foregoing resolution was adopted and approved by an affirmative vote of 
4 FOR; 0 AGAINST; 0 ABSTAINED pursuant to the authority contained under Article VII, 
Section 1(a) of the Tribal Constitution and By-Laws, approved November 25, 1940. 
 

 
________________________________ 
Virgil Johnson Chairman 
CTGR Business Council 

ATTEST:  

___________________________ 
Phyllis Naranjo, Secretary 
CTGR Business Council 
















