
































 

             
 
 
James Adakai, Chapter President                      Herman Daniels, Jr., Council Delegate 
Albert Holiday, Chapter Vice-President                    Benedict Daniels, Grazing Official 
LaNell Menard-Parrish, Secretary/Treasurer                                    Shirlee Bedonie, CSC  
     

February 20th, 2017 
 
Ryan Zinke 
Secretary-Designate 
Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 
Email: exsec_exsec@ios.doi.gov 
 
Dear Secretary Designate Zinke, 
 
Congratulations on your nomination and pending confirmation as the 52nd Secretary of the Interior. We look forward to 
working with you in your capacity as overseer of the federal agencies that make key decisions affecting tribes and our 
natural resources. We invite you to attend a community listening session in Monument Valley, Utah to discuss the Bears 
Ears National Monument with tribal officials and Utah citizens. 
 
During your recent confirmation hearing, you stated that your first official order of business is to come to Utah to talk to 
local community members and make a recommendation to the President of the United States about the Bears Ears 
National Monument. We would like to meet with you face to face to ensure that the monument is left alone, and that no 
effort be made to repeal, modify or reduce it in size. As local Utah Navajo, we write to extend a formal invitation to 
visit with official representatives of the Navajo Nation, including local Utah Navajo Chapter officials.  
 
The Bears Ears National Monument continues to be a place of healing for our people, a place where we still gather 
firewood, plants and medicinal herbs. It is a place that stands in need of protection from mining, irresponsible 
recreational vehicle use as well as looting and destruction of our cultural resources. The Navajo Nation Council recently 
passed a tribal resolution in support of the Bears Ears National Monument proclamation and in opposition to any 
congressional or administrative action to reverse the proclamation. As the overseer of the federal agencies that have a 
federal trust responsibility, please take the necessary time to learn of the historical significance of this area by those 
with the authority to speak for the tribal perspective. Native Americans comprise the majority of citizens in San Juan 
County, Utah. Our elders wrote the proposal, we support the monument by a wide majority, and we will defend it 
politically and in court as necessary. 
 
We ask that you come meet with our tribal officials and our local tribal members in the southern half of the county. 
Please meet with the tribal members who can offer unique perspectives on what these ancestral lands mean to our Tribes 
and listen to our views about the origins of this historic monument and the ongoing disregard of Native Americans by 
the State of Utah. We urge you to respect the historic significance of this monument for Indian County and honor 
Tribes by recommending no further action on the sacred landscape that is protected as Bears Ears National 
Monument. 
 
We appreciate your consideration of our request and look forward to meeting with you in Monument Valley, Utah. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
James Adakai 
Oljato Chapter President 

 THE NAVAJO NATION 
Oljato Chapter Administration 

P.O. Box 360455  Monument Valley, Utah 84536 
Telephone 435·727·5850          Facsimile 435·727·5852 
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 RESOLUTION OF ACJAN-17-113 

 THE ANETH CHAPTER  

 

OPPOSING NAVAJO NATION LEGISLATION 432-16 SPONSORED BY COUNCIL 

DELEGATE DAVIS FILFRED 

 

WHEREAS: 

 

1. Pursuant to Navajo Tribal Council Resolution No. CMY-23-79, the Aneth Chapter is duly 

certified and recognized as an official local unit of the Navajo Nation Government with all 

duties, responsibilities, and authorities conferred according to 26 N.N.C. § 1 et seq. and 

has the power and authority to enact plans and development goals that are in the best 

interest of the community and to recommend, support, and approve community related 

projects); and 

 

2. Legislation 432-16 was initiated and executed without official consultation, meaningful 

participation and support of the Aneth people and Blue Mountain Diné; and 

 

3. Legislation 432-16 was created unilaterally by Aneth Council Delegate and Naabik’íyáti’ 

Committee of the Navajo Nation Council solely to serve their interests and the interests of 

the Bears Ears Intertribal coalition; and 

 

4. The legislation sponsored by delegates Davis Filfred and Walter Phelps of Leupp, Arizona 

was passed January 5, 2017; and 

 

5. Legislation 432-16 totally deprived the rights and freedom of Aneth and the Blue Mountain 

Diné to express their thoughts, opinions and to take action on the dangers and harmful 

effects on the people’s livelihood, resources and prosperity of their communities through 

the recent Bears Ears National Monument designation; and 

 

6. The legislation is disdainful of the grassroots people of San Juan County citizens. 

 

NOW, THREFORE BE IT RSOLVED THAT: 

 

1. The Aneth Chapter voting membership requests President-Elect Donald Trump to reverse 

the designation of the Bears Ears National Monument for its undemocratic and unjust 

process. 

 

2. The Aneth Chapter further requests that no more National Monument designations be 

established in the State of Utah. 

 

DARRELL WILLIAMS PRESIDENT 
BILL TODACHENNIE VICE PRESIDENT 
BRENDA BROWN SECRETARY/TREASURER 

THE ANETH CHAPTER 
ANETH, NAVAJO NATION (UTAH)  
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C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

 

I hereby certify that this foregoing resolution was duly considered by the Aneth Chapter 

Membership at a duly called meeting at which a quorum was present and that the same was passed 

with a vote of  26 in favor, 5 opposed and 0 abstained this 8th day of January 2017. 

 

 

 

 

Darrell Williams, President 

ANETH CHAPTER 

 

Motioned by:  Harrison Johnson 

Seconded by:  Joe Ben 








